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This was a new course Hatton developed as part of a post-
WWII program in occupational therapy, “Course of Study
in Occupational therapy and Related Art.” She created this
program as, “an appropriate response to the needs of the post-
war (WWII) period, that eventually became one in which
the College achieved national recognition.”® Eventually the
Occupational Therapy program split off from Art, around the
time that Clara established the Art Department as its own
entity in 1953.7

Under her tenure, an Art majors program followed in 1957.
By the time she retired in 1966, she was chair of a department
with twenty faculty members and eighty majors. When CSU
built its first Visual Arts complex in 1974-7s, the exhibition
gallery was named in her honor. She also received a citation
for distinguished professional achievement from KU that year.*

After retiring, she moved to Salina, Kansas, and continued
to work in a variety of media. There was an exhibition of
her bindings in 1978 at the Perry-Castaneda Library at UT,
Austin. At a retrospective exhibition in 1979 at CSU, she
exhibited oils, watercolors, bindings, calligraphy, etchings,
engravings, woodcuts, textiles, jewelry, pottery and drawings.
One of her bindings, The Book of Kells, was selected for the
GBW 75" anniversary show in 1981 and The Book of Ruth was
exhibited at the GBW Centennial in New York, 2006. In
addition to bindings created for herself and family members,
she accepted commissions. She bound her last book in 1984
and died in Salina in 1991 at age 90.°

My appreciation of Clara began when I was introduced
to her work while doing re-search for an exhibition enti-
tled, Bookbinding in Colorado.” Learning more about the
range of craft techniques that she had mastered and excelled
in, I could not help but be impressed by how much time she
devoted to a craft that was not one that she taught once the
Art Dept. at CSU was established. As a book conservator, I
appreciate the time and practice needed to produce a fine
binding. She must have loved binding very much to pursue it
in addition to all her other work.

Most of the bindings she completed started with previ-
ously bound textblocks that she disbound, then re-sewed on
raised cords—Ilacing-on boards before covering with goat-
skin. She sometimes used other materials as covering material
for the boards. They were all bound in the English craft-bind-
ery tradition. However, she did scribe the text of at least two
of her bindings. They are my favorites:

THE VERY WISE MINNOW

The text was scribed by Hatton in Sept. 1935, before she
started writing classes at the Central School of Arts and Crafts.
London. It is bound in full leather, with a whimsical design
of fish tooled in silver with leather onlays. The design is built
from an assortment of gouges and other decorative brass hand
tools.

THE BOOK OF RUTH

According to the colophon, the text was scribed by Hatton
in 1936, while studying at the Central School of Arts and
Crafts, London, and bound after she returned to the U.S. The
binding is not dated. Bound in full Morroco goat, the covers
are tooled in a strong stylized design of wheat sheaves made
from an assortment of gouges and decorative brass hand tools.
The spine and front cover are titled in gold, using 24pt. Doves
handle letters.
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